88                                                               Earl Haig
The magnificent advance of the Armies under your com**
mand, powerfully supported by our American comrades, and opposed
by a retreating but stubborn foe, and against the most formidable
defences which human ingenuity and strength could devise, fill
me with admiration, pride, and gratitude. These sentiments
will be shared by the people of the Empire, and in their name I,
from my heart, congratulate you and all ranks.
George LR.
Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig replied :
The gracious message of congratulation which your Majesty
'has been good enough, in your own name and in that of the people
of the Empire, to send to your Armies in France and to our Ameri-
can comrades operating with us, has filled us all with gratitude
and pride. All ranks are delighted to have received this com-
mendation from their King, and join with me in begging your
Majesty to accept our heartfelt thanks and the expression of our
earnest determination to continue to deserve your confidence,
The final victory, which was no longer in doubt, came with
unexpected but welcome suddenness. u By bursting through
the great Hindenburg system," summarised General Sir F.
Maurice, " which every German believed to be impregnable,
he wrung from Ludendorff, the first panic appeal for an
armistice, and, following this great victory with blow after
blow, he ended the war, as he had begun it, on the field of
Mohs. In these glorious three months he captured 190,000
prisoners, 3,600 guns, and machine-guns, trench mortars, and
military stores beyond count,"
The war came to an end with the Armistice of November
11, and with it the toll of death and maiming and the expendi-
ture of wealth that nearly bankrupted all the participants with ,
the exception of America.   Great Britain mourned 743,700